.May' "19 03 12: 10p 


Laurence Broun 


703 451 5335 


p. 6 


IN THE CLAIMS 


Claims 22 and 23 (Previously Cancelled). 

Claims 1, 2, 9-1 1, 13-15, 17- 21 and 24 (Currently Cancelled) 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) The environmentally safe method of storing and 
wdiin p hatches of « **~ r~** ^vaged from discarded tire cesses in a hulk storage 
^fipnmrim nhiair^ - w ^ for compact storage of residual hnlk rubber at bulk 
g ^ f . cite, from *Mrh hi.lt rubber may he reclaimed in due course for preparation of 

products. cor-r""" P " ™rnhination the, steps of: cutt in g reclaimed tire carcasses 
;^ of suh s ta ^»"v ftor Arabl e sections o f tire tr e.d stri ps excluding sidewalls, 
r^rir*? pallets l^rtP platfor m areas of sp ecified length and width dimensions 
W fining a nl^Wtv nf stacks o * cAi ^^ntiallv flat sections in a storage 

^rfipnnrtim,. stac^T « I*"" 1 ** ° f tTlP St ° rab1e SeCti ° nS int ° Sta< * S ^ 
r„hl, ft r-tn-r,ibber i^rfari^ config urations with frictional resi.stance against movement of 
**. ^.tinns laterpi *»■« p.llet platform area thereby to facilitate transportation on said 
p.nrt. for storin g ™H rolling the pallets from d esignated storage areas of confined 
space. [The method of Claim 1 further comprising the steps of] cutting flat rectangular 
tread strips from the carcasses of a length greater than the length or width dimension of 
the platform areas and folding the flat tread strips into abutted stack configurations having 
a length footprint substantially that of one of the platform dimensions. 
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4. (OrigiiiaUy Presented) The method of Claim 3 further comprising the step of 
abutting said stacked configurations side-by-side to substantially cover the loading 
platform areas. 

5. (Originally Presented) The method of Claim 3 further comprising the step of 
interlocking the tread strips in a rubber-to-rubber self supporting configuration for stable 
transport of loaded pallets. 

6. (Originally Presented) The method of Claim 5 comprising the more detailed step 
of disposing two adjacent folded strips of the stacked configuration for frictional contact 
between the two strips that tends to retard lateral movement of the strips. 

7. (Originally Presented) The method of Claim 6 comprising the more detailed step 
of contacting adjacent folded strips in rubber-to-rubber contact over half its length. 

8. (Originally Presented) The method of Claim 6 comprising the more detailed step 
of contacting one of the two adjacent folded strips in mutual rubber-to-rubber contact 
over substantially their entire length. 


4 


PACE 1(4* RCVD AT 5/18/2004 1:10:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-U4 * DNIS:8729311 ■ CStD:703 451 5335 * DURATION <mm-ss):01-42 


Zt-lO:<ss-unu) NOLLVana . CCGC IS* C0/:aiSO « SIHQ . Wl-JUXd3-01dSn:HAS • [muu JMBuAbq uiaiseal lAld BV Ol'-l WOZ/8 IV GADU « VIZ 39Vd 


12. (Herewith Amended) The environmentally safe method of storing and handling 
batches of rubber pieces salvaged from discarded tire carcasses in a bulk storage 
configuration obtained at low cost for compact storage of residual bulk rubber at bulk 
storage sites from which bulk rubber may be reclaimed in due course for preparation of 
rubber products, comprising in combination the steps of: cutting reclaimed tire carcasses 
into sets of substantially flat storable sections of tire tread strips excluding sidewaHs. 
preparing pallets with loading platform areas of specified length and width dimensions 
for retain ing a pl urality of stacks of said substantially flat sections in a storage 
configuration, stacking a plurality of the storable sections into said stacks in compact 
rubber-to-rubber interfacing nonfi g yrations with fiictional resistance against movement of 
the sectio ns lateral to the pallet platform area thereby to facilitate transportation on said 
pallets for storing and recalling the pallets from designated storage areas of confined 
space. [The method of Claim 1 further comprising the steps of] cutting the flat storable 
sections from the carcass tread of a length greater than one pallet dimension to be placed 
lengthwise along that pallet dimension and folding over said sections to interlock adjacent 
sections in the stacks by frictional rubber-to-rubber contact between the tread and two 
adjacent sections. 
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16. (Herewith Amended) The environmentally safe method of storing and handling 
batches of rubber pieces salvaged from discarded tire carcasses in a bulk storage 
configuration obtained at low cost for compact storage of residual bulk rubber at bulk 
storage sites from which bulk rubber may be rec laimed i n due course for preparation of 
rubber products, comprising in combination the steps of: cutting reclaimed tire carcasses 
into sets of substantially flat storable sections of tire tread strips excluding sidewalls, 
preparing pallets with loading platform areas of specified length and width dimensions 
for retaini ng a plurality of stacks of said substantially flat sections in a storage 
configuration, stacking a plurality of the storable sections into said stacks in compact 
rubber-to-rubber interfacing configurations with frictional resistance against movement of 
the sections lateral to the pallet platform area thereby to facilitate transportation on said 
pallets for storing and recalling the pallets from designated storage areas of confined 
space. [The method of Claim 1 further comprising the more detailed steps of] configuring 
the flat treaded strips longitudinal in shape to have a length compatible with folding and 
stacking the treaded strips aligned upon on of said length or width dimensions of said 
pallets in a folded U-shaped configuration with one respective folded strip end [trip] 
alternately interlocked between the two ends of an adjacent strip to substantially fill the 
inner end of the U-shaped configuration, and stacking the interlocked flat treaded strips 
upon the pallets with the closed end of a plurality of the U-shaped configurations 
alternating near opposite edges of the pallets. 
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Accordingly a notice of allowance is respectfully solicited. 


Respectfully Submitted, 

Laurence R. Brown, Counsel of Record 
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